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Press release 

 
Système U retains Arkéa Banking 
Services to create its payment 
institution  
 
 

Brest, June 25, 2015 – Système U, a leading French retail chain, has 
retained Arkéa Banking Services to create and manage its payment 
institution. A subsidiary of Crédit Mutuel Arkéa, Arkéa Banking Services 
specializes in the design and marketing of private label banking 
solutions. 
 
With the support provided by Arkéa Banking Services, Centrale Nationale Système U is the 

first mass market retail chain to have its own payment institution.  

 
Thanks to the establishment of Système U's payment institution, Centrale Nationale Système 

U provides its partners with an innovative and high-performance solution to simplify the 

management of payment transactions and reduce payments-related costs. Merchants 

belonging to the cooperative group can use a single, centralized management tool to process 

all debit and credit card payments including CB (Cartes Bancaires), Visa and Mastercard in 

stores, at the gas station pump and for remote purchases.   

 
To successfully implement this project, Système U is relying on the dual areas of expertise 

coordinated by Arkéa Banking Services: 

- management of electronic payment transactions by Monext, the  

Crédit Mutuel Arkéa subsidiary that specializes in electronic money; 

- possibility to access the interbank funds transfer system, to join the Cartes Bancaires 

Economic Interest Group and becoming an affiliated member of Visa and MasterCard 

thanks to Crédit Mutuel Arkéa’s position as the lead arranger. 

 

For Crédit Mutuel Arkéa, this transaction fits perfectly with the Group’s BtoB development 

strategy and further supports its ability to make its know-how available to companies looking to 

outsource the management of a banking activity in order to focus more on their core business. 

Arkéa Banking Services becomes a leading partner for payment institutions in France.  
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“We are proud to have been chosen by Système U for the design and management of their 

payment institution,” said Christophe Bitner, the Chairman of the Executive Board of Arkéa 

Banking Services. “A leader in providing banking products and services to payment institutions, 

Arkéa Banking Services confirms its expertise in the payments area as well as its ability to 

satisfy the needs of all of its customers. This collaboration also strengthens the ties between 

Crédit Mutuel Arkéa and Système U, which is already a customer of Arkéa Banque 

Entreprises et Institutionnels, the Group’s dedicated company banking arm.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About Arkéa Banking Services 

A subsidiary of Crédit Mutuel Arkéa, Arkéa Banking Services is a leading provider of  
outsourcing solutions for financial institutions in the IT systems and banking processes areas.  
Arkéa Banking Services targets companies in the financial sector (banks, payment institutions, financial  
companies, credit institutions, mutual insurance companies and large retail chains) which are looking for a  
partner for their payment systems, banking IT systems and middle and back offices. The company  
offers a scalable product line ranging from current accounts and related payment services to the  
comprehensive establishment of a banking activity, as well as savings and lending. Created in 2012,  
Arkéa Banking Services’ customers include payment institutions (Brink’s, Afone, etc.), Allianz Banque  
for core banking services, RCI Banque for the Zesto savings product, PSA Banque for the Distingo savings 
account and La Banque Postale Crédit Entreprise for back office processing of medium- and long-term  
lending to companies.  
 
About Crédit Mutuel ARKEA  

Crédit Mutuel ARKEA is a retail banking and insurance cooperative mutual bank, not listed on the stock 
exchange. Crédit Mutuel ARKEA is entirely owned by its customer-members. Crédit Mutuel ARKEA is 
composed of three regional federations representing three main French geographic zones (Brittany in 
the West, the South West and Massif Central in the middle of France). Crédit Mutuel ARKEA has also a 
presence across the country thanks to its corporate and online subsidiaries (Fortuneo, Monext, Financo, 
Federal Finance, Suravenir, CFCAL…). Crédit Mutuel ARKEA employs nearly 9000 people, counts  
3 700 administrators and has a total of 3.6 million members and customers. The bank has 103 billion 
euro in total assets. Crédit Mutuel ARKEA ranks among the leading banks with headquarters in region.  
More information about Crédit Mutuel ARKEA on the website: www.arkea.com 
 


